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Pit Bull bites up 20% in Mecklenburg County

Lisa Miller 

Thursday August 13, 2009
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Since the beginning of July, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Animal Care and Control has

recorded 23 bites. Most of the pit bulls bites caused only minor damage, but some were

serious. 

Last month a 9-year-old girl was hospitalized after being bitten in the face. 

Melissa Knicely with Animal Care and Control says the pit bull attacks are up this year in

part because more people own the dogs. 

"They're the trendy dog to have right now. It's the dog of choice," says Knicely. "So

whatever's the trendy dog to have there's obviously going to be more incidences

involved with that dog. Same as a golden retriever and a lab. They're higher usually on

the bites because there are so many of them." 

Pit bulls also tend to show up in police reports more often. On Friday, police shot two pit

bulls that were released on them while officers were serving a search warrant. 

Animal Care and Control keeps track of dog bite statistics in Mecklenburg County. In the

fiscal year ending June 30th, pit bulls represented 208 bites. Labrador Retrievers were

second with 152, followed by German Shepherds and Chow Chows.

3 COMMENTS | >>Leave a comment

It's the nearly the same situation in any county that tracks bites by breeds...Pit Bulls

lead by a mile. At least we can now get past the "least likely to bite" myth generated by

the Pit Bull breeders! Defective product..... 

Comment by AntiMauler - August 14, 2009 3:27 AM

NotAFan, your argument would be more salient you explained what "bred to kill" means

(that's as vague as "bred to follow") and if you you believe that Labrador Retrievers are

also "bred to kill". Otherwise, you just appear to be fear-mongering without any factual

evidence to boost your claim. 

Comment by MB - August 13, 2009 2:27 PM

Knicely's reasoning is so off the wall. www.DogsBite.org can give the true stats. Pits and

pit types are killing people on average of one every 21 days for the last three years. It

has nothing to do with being a "trendy" dog, it has a lot to do with what they were bred
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