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History

A robust dog was bred specifically for
the sport of baiting bulls in England
during the 17th Century.!.? When bull
baiting was outlawed in 1835, the pitting
of one dog against another was pop-
ularized. The large mastiffs which had
been used for bull baiting were cumber-
some and uncoordinated, thus smaller,
faster dogs were selected for contests in
the pits. Enterprising enthusiasts bred
several of the terrier types of the 1800'
with the mastiffs to produce a breed par-
ticularly adapted for the sport of dog-
fighting. The goal of the breeders was to
develop a fighting dog with agility,
strength, and tenacity and some of these
animals are currently recognized as offi-
cial breeds by the American Kennel
Club and United Kennel Club,

Breeds

Brtish "Gentlemen"” in the late 1800%
and coal miners of the Midlands helped
to promote and breed dogs which are
similar to animals used by the fighting
dog enthusiasts of today.?

I'he use of the term “pit bull™ refers 1o
a group of animals and can be likened to
using the term “police dog™ to describe
Belgium and German Shepherds. Both
are generic terms and do nol refer toa
specific breed. There are three recog-
nized breeds observed among fighting
dogs confiscated by humane society of-
ficials; ), 4, i.e., 1) Bull Terriers, 2) Amer-
ican Staffordshire Terriers, and 3)
Staffordshire Bull Terners. ¢

The Bull Terner (Fig 1), a fashionable
British fighting dog of the 1860, is now

rarely used in the “pits". Physically this
breed 18 distinguished by the profile of
the head which curves downward with
no apparent “stop” {rom the top of the
skull to the nose.

The American Staffordshire Terrier
(Fig. 2) is also known as the American
Pit Bull Terrier. This breed was regis-
tered by the American Kennel Club in
1935 as the Staffordshire Terrier. The
breed name was changed January |,
1972 to the current name, American
Staffordshire Terrier, The American
Staffordshire Terrier (Fig. 2) is con-
sidered to be the dog show counterpart
of the American (Pit) Bull Terrier (Fig.
3). The American Staffordshire Terrier
is consistent in type when observed in
the show ring or publications of the
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Fige. 1 Bull Teerier with a short ear crop. This pre-
veris adversaries from biting sensitive aars in o
fight, This brewd is considered o be the leass game
when compared fo other brevds of Meling dogs,
Bl Tereier fanciers are atfempting o breved these
arinraly awiy from gareness.

Fig. &0 American Staffordshive Terrier with boxer
ear crop. s animal had mary soars and gemeral-
{zed demodectic mange. The mignge responded
well to owr combination therapy of topical and
sysiemic medication and a good igh protein diet

breed, However, the conformation of
the American Pit Bull Terrier differs
greatly among confiscated animals orin
photographs of “underground” fighting
publications. This may be due to enthu-
siasts that promote the “gameness” or
fighting ability of these dogs rather than
adhering to standards for the breed,
Some dog fighters believe breeding to a
show standard can ruin the American
Pit Bull Terner in its performance in the
pits (Fig. 3).!
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Fiig. 30 Arn American Pu Bull Tervier depicting a
cowmmon phenotype found in e dog fgheing pir.

Thix aniral waxy a dark red color and suspecied o
B af the Ofd Fammlv Red blood line much soughi
afier by dog fighting enthustasts, Note old sears an
legs and abor face

The Staffordshire Bull Terrier (Fig. 4)
breed history identifies this dog of
[RO00%s as being related to the “Bulldog
Terrier” or the *Bull and Terrier™ of that
era. The Stalfordshire Bull Terner was

recognized by the English Kennel Club
in 1935 and the American Kennel Club
in October, 1974, This dog 15 smaller in
weight (28 to 38 |bs Jand in height (14 to
16 inches) when compared to the 17-19
inches of the American Staffordshire

Fig. 4= The Sraftordshive Bull Terrier with'a Boxer
fvpe of ear crap, This ix the omaliest in welghe and
vize of the three recogmized brovdy,
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T'errier. Other breeds and crosses are
used in pit fights, However, they lack the
endurance and gameness of the other
recogmized breeds of fighting dogs,

Observed Lesions

The prominent lesions observed in
fighting dogs presented to velerinanans
or confiscated by humane society offi-
cials are wounds, abscesses (Figs. 5.7),
scars, (Fig. 3), and fractures (Fig. 6). 4.7

Most dog lighters treat their own ani-
mals with medications purchased from
farm or ranch supply stores or use home
remedies.! However, occasionally a dog
fighter will bring a dog to a veterinary
clinic Tor treatment of major fight
wounds that are not résponding to treat-
ment to “hide out™ a stolen dog or to
avoid confiscation of a valuable fighting
dog if a raid is suspected.”

A respectable veterinary hospital pro-
vides an ideal sanctuary, This can also
be used as evidence in the event of a trial
to indicate the owners concern about the
animal's care.

Clinic/ Boarding Confinement

Boarding or treating a “pit bull”™ 15 a
serious responsibility. Their strength
and intelligence can be a match for the
climic staff, and the practitioner as well
as the physical structure of the con-
finement area (Fig. 8)...7

It is recommended to isolate sus-
pected fighting dogs or “pit dogs” that
are game in sturdy cement and/ or metal

enclosures preferably with a pnmary
barrier surrounding the cage (Fig. 9).1.7
Kennel assistants should be instructed
on the necessity of closing or latching
kennel doors and reporting doors and
locks that malfunction. A loose pit bull
terrier in the clinic overnight will harass
recouperating, ill or surgical patients as
well as possibly breaking into other en-
closures to maim or Kill other confined
hospital patients,

Behavioral Considerations

Threat Display

Unlike many other breeds of dogs, pit
bulls rarely try to threaten or bluff other
amimals.!,’ Generally, they do not bare
their teeth, growl or raise their body
hair, They direct all of their strength and
attention toward combating the other
animal or animals. The size or breed ol
dog will not dissuade nor deter the game
pit bull, There are accounts of one pit
bull engaging three larger dogs simul-
tancously and killing them all. Pit bulls
maintain eye contact with handlers and
do not back down as readily as other

kennel dogs.

Fig. 5: Facial bite wounds. Tfecied bite woinds
Ml ek iy after surgical draimage and Systemic
anribiorte therapy, Wournds siech ay this are com
mon armone confiveated fehing pie bulls,

Compatibility With Dogs

Game pit bulls are not compatible
with the dogs of the same breed. sex or
the opposite sex. A male pit bull will
fight with a female pit bull if given the
opportunity. It is very difficult to condi-
tion pit bulls to coexist with other dogs,!
Regardless of the length of time for con-
finement, aggressiveness towards the
other animals will not decrease.’



Fig. a: Compowund leg fraciiee in an adiedt female
it el This trpary was the result of anaitack byva
rratle prie Brell whiich lasied only @ few minutes. The
faw af the fertale pir dog was alvo fracrured i the
ercounter. This radiograph (lustrates the strength
of the Bite witiely (500 e xeess o B30 proareily of pres-

ire per suare el

Tolerance 1o Pain

Fhe pit bulls react minimally, if atall,
to injections by either the intramuscular
or intravenous routes. This may be due
to high beta endorphin or other morphi-
substances,' After being
anesthetized 1o suture or debnde
wounds, a lean pit bull will recover ra-
pudly indicating an aclive metabolism

rate,’

nomimetc

Restraint

The routine methods of physical
restraant, since they can chew through
ordinary leads and break away from
experienced handlers, do not work well
on the heavily muscled and foreeful pit
bulls (Fig. 10) Fortunately, only dogs
that are amiable to humans are kept by
the fightfanciers (Fig. 11).! Dogs that
show agression to handlers in the pits
will be destroyed since the dogs must be
handled for the pre-fight washing of
combatant dogs and the use of the
“*breaking stick”™ to separate fighting
amimals, 149

Organized dog fighting is rapidly
spreading in the United States despite
the Lact it is illegal in all 50 states and by
Federal Law.® The Ohio dog fighting

Fig. 70 A punciure wound through the lip. This
tupr af wodhd G comtimondy obyerved (n confix
cated fighing dogs shartly after a fighe and may be
@ restalt of gulomnilan i ufuum_- d figEhl or (b=

ficied by anorher animial

Fug. 8 Damage to areds of comfimement. Epox
paint was rermoved from the Kenned ffooe By con-
vhant clawing during several monihs of comfine-
reered B e el Meral doors and hardwaree weri
wlver dhgrmaged, Dogs should not be separated by
aftly a il wioven wirg fenee xirce ey wall ae
tewp 1 fiph theougeh e fenge or utl v (e o f
ather kennel dogs

B OO

Fi 00 P beells showdd be corfinmed i large Kennely
withr ocemerrd owally obyirecting vision or contact
with ok anilonals, Kewevels vt ferve focking de
vy winieds dannod be operied e drdimaly fumping
teainst them. Feeding amd watering dishes must

e mede of Reave metad and securely favteneid,

Fig. 10 Handling thee pit balls with heavi nilon
toap dead will eliminare vhe need 1o reach into
cages with exposed hands, Cther anemals should
mever e allowed o come imle confact oF be

fameiled in the peesence of @ piy bl

~4

tig, I An American Pit Bull Terefer with in
tedd bite wordds on barh faws, Worrdy may be
elesmed daily withour the andmal exhibiving pain
o Becoming aegrestive toward the hamdive. Node
the heavy codlar arsd brckles which are required to
ety cfnain or resieain a i Bidll,
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law ix one of the strongest in the nation
making it a felony to promote, engage in
or witness a dog fight, or to own or sell
equipment or dogs for the purpose of
fighting.'"" Dog fighting enthusiasts vary
as Lo their involvements in other illegal
activities such as drugs. gambling, pros-
titution and violent crime. 4,* Most ex-
posés of dogfighting have been
supported linancially by national and
local humane groups but the tremen-
dous cost to organize a rmid and board
confiseated animals for several months
before legal action is very ex pensive and
for some smaller humane groups, pro-
hibitive.

Suggestions of Actions That Promote
the Crackdown on Dog Fighting

I. Uniform laws in all states, education
of lawyers and judges of the cruelty of
dog fighting and support of legislature
and judicial system in efforts to stop
dogfighting.

2. Prosecution of dog fighters with de-
terrent penalties such as automatic rep-
ossession of cars, houses, barns, ete.
which were used in dog fighting.

1. Mandatory reporting by veterinar-
ians of clients that are involved in dog
fighting, The state of Wisconsin was the
[irst state to enact this legislation. Laws
exist to protect individuals that witness
and report acts that may be illegal.

4, Tattooing of dogs and registration in
a dog registry such as National Dog
Registry’of all fighting dogs. Thus dogs
stolen for use in fighting and are seized
at residences or in dog fights could be
identified. This would provide informa-
tion on methods ol transportation for
stolen family pets. Nonfighting dogsare
stolen for the training of and con-
ditioning of lighting dogs.

5. Veterinary personnel should advise
owners of the three most common (ight-
ing dog breeds. that their animals re-
quire special attention to avoid being
stolen and used in dog fighting.

6. The public should be informed about
dogfighting and their support sought
through the media and community
organizations,

7. Confiscated dogs should be euthan-
ized to prevent the imjury of other pets
by pit dogs adopted out 1o homes of well
intentioned people. Adopted dogs are
being stolen and returned to the pits and
this point should be carelully considered

# Mational Dog Registry
Carmel M.y, 10512
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before adopting these animals out to
homes. Fighting dogs or their progeny
that are game will not make satisfactory
pets and the best recommendation 15 eu-
thanasia. There have been numerous in-
stances where owners, their children,
other pets, or the pets of neighbors have
been injured or killed by adopted fight-

ing dogs.
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Author's Note

The observations in this article were
miaxede on 32 fighting dogs which were se-
fzed in Lucas County by the Toledo Hu-
marne Society and the Humane Socieiy
of the United States in cooperation with
ather law enforcement agencies and
cornfined at the Medical College of Ohio
for a nine month pertod.
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cost of animals . | |
continued from page 5

number of dogs and cats that would
have to be destroved. There are many
people who need their pets for
protection, to prevent lonliness, ete.

This 15 not the answer. This 15 one
answer. Who asked the question? No-
body did.Nobody has to ask this
question. [ want to save animal lives any
way possible. Are A.H.T.s being used
properly? Can we organize 1o save
animal lives?
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