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Hawthorne Man Severely Injured by Dogs

2011-06-10 by: Captain Johnny Greenwood

On June 10, 2011, at approximately 11:00 a.m., deputies, rescue personnel, and animal control officers were
summoned to 259 Old Hawthorne Road, in Hawthorne, regarding an individual who had been attacked by dogs.

When rescue personnel arrived on scene, they located 74 year-old, Roy McSweeney, who was suffering from severe
injuries from the dog attack. The victim's right arm had been amputated; his left arm was partially amputated, and he
was suffering from severe facial injuries. The victim was transported by rescue to Shand's Hospital in Gainesville for
medical treatment. He is currently in surgery, and his condition is not available.

Due to the severity of the victim's injuries, Sheriff Hardy assigned Detectives from the Major Crimes Unit to the
investigation. Investigators determined that the two dogs responsible for the attack belonged to McSweeney's
neighbor, who resides at 261 Old Hawthorne Road, Hawthorne.

The owner of the two dogs subsequently relinquished both dogs to authorities. The dogs have been humanely
euthanized and delivered to the Putnam County Health Department to be tested for rabies.

Due to the investigation being in its early stages, no further details can be released at this time. Further information
will be provided when it becomes available.
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