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WoLF HYBRIDS: SOME FACTS ABOUT

A GROWING PROBLEM

By Dr. Randall Lockwood, HSUS Vice
President for Field Services

‘ ‘ ;olﬁdog hybrids are be-

coming increasingly
popular and causing problems for
many shelters (see account of wolf-
hybrid attack case in Shelter Sense,
February 1991). Here, presented in
guestion-and-answer format, are
Jacts about wolf-dog bybrids every
shelter staffer and potential hybrid
owner should know.

1. What is a wolf hybrid?

A wolf hybrid is any animal
resulting from the breeding of a
wolf with a domestic dog. The most
common wolf-dog hybrids result
from breeding wolves with
malamutes, Siberian huskies, or Ger-
man shepherds, but many breeds of
dogs have been crossed with wolves,
including collies, standard poodles,
rottweilers, and pit bulls. Hybrids
can be bred to other hybrids, pure
dogs, or pure wolves to produce
offspring whose genetic contribu-
tion from wolves will vary widely.

2. Why do people want them?
For most people it is simply the
“‘prestige”’ of owning something dif-

ferent or exotic. For others it is a

desire to see themselves as some-
how in touch with the wild nature
of the wolf. Some mistakenly think
that they are getting an animal that
will be a good watchdog or guard
dog, when in fact most hybrids are
extremely timid and unpredictable.
For an increasing number of people
these animals are simply a “‘cash
crop.” A few hybrid owners mis-
takenly feel that they are helping
wolves or dogs by raising hybrids.

3. How do people get such
animals?
The HSUS has identified many

wolf-hybrid breeders and even large-
scale wolf-hybrid puppy mills
throughout the United States.
Animals may sell for as little as
$100 or as much as 81,500. Many
of these breeders advertise in local
and national magazines and news-
papers and routinely ship animals as
young as one¢ or two weeks old
around the country. In addition,
many owners, burdened by the ex-
pense of keeping these animals,
begin to breed and sell them to sup-
port their own animals.

4. How many wolf-dog hybrids
are there?

Although no definitive census ex-
ists, various wolf-hybrid organiza-
tions have estimated that there are
at least 100,000 to 300,000 such
animals in the United States. Based
on reports from animal-control
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Agencies must educate potential
bybrid owners to look beneath the
outward beauty of these animals.

agencies around the country, the
number of hybrids is growing.

5. What's wrong with keeping
wolf hybrids as pets?

More than 12,000 years of
domestication have transformed the
wild wolf into the dog. Like many
hybrids in nature, the wolf-dog
hybrid cannot adapt well to the en-
vironments of either parent. They
cannot live as wild animals, and
their size, strength, and often
unstable temperament make them
generally unsuitable for life as com-
panion animals. Wolf-dog hybrids
are frequently unpredictable,
destructive, rarely trainable, and
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very adept at escaping from confine-
ment. Many are hit by cars or killed
while attacking livestock or pets.
Many others are forced to live out
their lives chained outdoors or con-
fined in basements or small cages.

6. Are these animals dangerous
to people?

Too often the answer is ‘‘yes.”
For thousands of years humans have
bred dogs to be far more aggressive
than wild wolves. Many people use
dogs for purposes other than com-
panionship, including attack, protec-
tion, and dogfighting. The canine
potential for aggressiveness, when
combined with the wild wolf’s
general timidity, can make wolf-dog
hybrids unprediciably aggressive.

In addition, hybrids living in close
proximity to people sometimes fail
to make the distinction between
people and prey, responding to
children as they might respond to
small animals. Severc and fatal at-
tacks by wolf-dog hybrids, in fact,
have been disturbingly common. At
least seven children have been killed

«

by pet wolf-dog hybrids since 1986.
Several severe maulings in 1991
have led many communities to seck
restrictions on these animals.

7. Are there other public health
problems associated with pet
wolves and wolf hybrids?

Currently there is no rabies vac-
cine approved for use in wild canids
or hybrids. Even though vaccinated
hybrids might be protected from
rabies, any animal involved in a bite
incident is assumed to be unvac-
cinated. As a result, bite victims
must undergo rabies treatment, or
biting animals must be destroyed for
rabies testing.

8. What happens when animal-
control agencies or humane
societies receive wolf hybrids?
Nearly all local humane societies
and animal-control agencies have
policies against placing any wolf
hybrids for adoption. The few
organizations that have the space,
finances, and expertise to safely and
humanely keep hybrids are already

harboring all the animals they can.
Recently some of these sanctuaries
have reported receiving thousands
of calls every month from hybrid
owners seeking to get rid of prob-
lem animals. Thus many hybrids are
euthanized or abandoned when
their owners can no longer keep
them.

9. What is the impact of wolf-
dog hybrids on wild wolf
populations?

Contrary to the claims of hybrid
owners, wolf biologists and wolf
conservation advocates agree that
the proliferation of wolf-dog
hybrids has actually burt wild wolf
populations. Attacks on humans by

(Continued on page 12)
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Despite popular misconceptions,
there are no documenied ac-
counts of fatal attacks by bealthy
wild wolves on people in North
America. Wolf bybrids only
serve lo perpetuate that notion.
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Children and wolf-
dog bybrids can
make deadly combi-
nations because
bybrids can show
botb the aggressive-
ness of dogs and the
instinctive preda-
tory bebavior of
wild wolves. It is the
canine element in
bybrids that causes
their unpredici-
ability, and the
result bas been at
least seven faial
attacks on children
since 1986.

(Continued from page 10)

hybrids serve to perpetuate mistaken
notions of wolf aggression despite
the fact that there are no docu-
mented accounts of fatal attacks by
healthy wild wolves on people in
North America. In addition, the
release of hybrids and subsequent
attacks on pets and livestock have
seriously undermined projects aimed
at reintroducing wild wolves into
habitats they once occupied. The
genetic integrity of recovering wild
wolf populations is also threatened
by the potential for breeding with
wolf hybrids that escape or are
released into the wild.

10. Doesn’t federal law restrict
the ownership of wolves?

Yes. However, these federal laws
do not apply to hybrid animals that
result from any breeding with
domestic dogs.

11. What other restrictions
already exist?

A growing number of states and
local governments are restricting
ownership of wolf-dog hybrids (see
chart, page 13). Measures range
from outright bans to permit
systems. In the past, enforcement of
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such restrictions has been lax, but
public-health and animal-control
agencies are now taking the
problem more seriously.

12. Isn’t it difficult to distin-
guish between wolf-dog hybrids
and other mixed-breed dogs?
While there are no definitive
biological tests that can completely
distinguish between wolves, dogs,
and wolf-dog hybrids, there are a
number of characteristics such as
size, conformation, and behavior
that can be used to help identify
hybrids. Since a major cause of re-
cent problems with hybrids has
been the rampant breeding and sale
of these animals, it is also useful,
for the purposes of legislation, to
define hybrids as ‘‘any animal that
is represented as a wolf hybrid by
its owner’’ (see sidebar, page 11).

13. What steps can be taken to
deal with wolf-dog hybrids?

The HSUS believes the ownership
of wolf hybrids must be strongly
discouraged and, through attrition,
eliminated. This can be accom-
plished by restricting the sale, trade,
release, import, or export of animals
across state or local boundaries.
Owners of animals already in the
state or locality should be required
to house animals in humane ways
that meet the animals’ physical and
behavioral needs and that also pro-
tect public health and safety.
Governments should impose licens-
ing fees adequate to cover the costs
of inspecting containment facilities
and other expenses associated with
implementing regulations. Existing
animals should be spayed or
neutered. Owners of wolf hybrids
should also be held civilly liable for
damages or injuries caused by their
animals. )
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NORTH CAROLINA
NORTH DAKOTA
OHIO

OKLAHOMA
OREGON
PENNSYLVANIA
RHODE ISLAND
SOUTH CAROLINA
SOUTH DAKOTA
TENNESSEE
TEXAS

UTAH

VERMONT
VIRGINIA
WASHINGTON
WEST VIRGINIA
WISCONSIN
WYOMING

requires permit
requires permit
not regulated
not regulated®
requires permit
requires permit
prohibited’
prohibited
restricted®
requires permit
prohibited?
prohibited
prohibited?
prohibited
requires permit
requires permit
prohibited’
prohibited’

considered domestic
not regulated

not regulated
considered domestic
not regulated
considered wild

> 1% wolf is wolf
not regulated

not regulated

> 75% wolf is wolf
not regulated

up to authorities
considered wild
considered domestic
not regulated

not regulated

not regulated
considered wild

" 4
4
SUMMARY OF STATE REGULATIONS
PERTAINING TO WOLVES AND WOLF HYBRIDS
Contact state wildlife agencies for details and interpretation.
Local ordinances may be more restrictive.
STATE WOLVES AS PETS CL&? ?:?BCFQESON HYBRIDS AS PETS
ALABAMA not regulated not regulated not regulated
ALASKA prohibited! uncertain should need permit
ARIZONA prohibited not regulated not regulated
ARKANSAS requires permit not regulated not regulated
CALIFORNIA prohibited! F, are wolves Fi requires permit2
COLORADO requires permit F, are wolves Fy sale needs permit
CONNECTICUT prohibited considered wild prohibited
DELAWARE prohibited not regulated not regulated
DIST. OF COLUMBIA prohibition pending pending prohibition pending
FLORIDA requires permit > 75% wolf is wolf > 75% wolf needs permit
GEORGIA requires permit up to authorities may require permit
IDAHO requires permit up to authorities may require permit
ILLINOIS prohibited? considered wild prohibited’
INDIANA requires permit > 75% wolf is wolf > 75% wolf needs permit
IOWA requires permit considered wild restricted?
KANSAS not regulated considered domestic not regulated
KENTUCKY prohibited? not regulated not regulated
LOUISIANA requires permit permitted as wolves requires permit
MAINE not regulated considered domestic not regulated
MARYLAND prohibited considered wild prohibited
MASSACHUSETTS prohibited considered domestic not regulated
MICHIGAN prohibited considered domestic not regulated
MINNESOTA requires permit not regulated not regulated
MISSISSIPPI not regulated not regulated not regulated
MISSOURI requires permit up to authorities not regulated
MONTANA requires permit > 50% wolf is wolf > 50% wolf needs permit
NEBRASKA prohibited up to authorities prohibited if judged wolf
NEVADA not regulated not regulated not regulated
NEW HAMPSHIRE prohibited considered domestic not regulated
NEW JERSEY prohibited considered domestic not regulated
NEW MEXICO importation prohibited considered wild importation prohibited4
NEW YORK prohibited? considered wild prohibited!

not regulated

not regulated

not regulated

not regulateds
not regulated
requires permit
prohibited’

not regulated

not regulated®

> 75% wolf needs permit
not regulated
usually prohibited
prohibited’

not regulated

not regulated

not regulated

not regulated
prohibited’

Scientific or educational permits may be issued

?F, refers to first generation hybrids

3Animals without approved rabies vaccination prohibited

“Possession of wolves (except Mexican wolf) and hybrids from within state is permitted
5Dog breeder's license required for more than one animal
“Wolves and hybrids less than three generations removed from wild are prohibited




